MEDIA RELEASE: 

OCTOBER 22, 2010
INVESTING IN OUR YOUTH 
BE ALCOHOL AWARE

The Department for Communities has approved funding to Investing In Our Youth for a project that will utilise the skills of young people to increase alcohol awareness and reduce the incidence of under age drinking.
The Be Alcohol Aware project will administer a Community Activity Fund to provide opportunities for young people across the region to be involved in alcohol awareness activities. The project will encourage schools, Local Drug Action Groups, PCYCs, Youth Advisory Committees and other youth groups and agencies across the region to apply for funds of up to $500 each to assist young people to develop responses to concerns around harmful alcohol use. 
Investing In Our Youth is a not for profit organisation that promotes the healthy development of children and young people. Chairperson Professor Rhonda Oliver said that the organisation had been trying for some time to access resources to target youth binge drinking and that funding through the Department for Communities was very welcome.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to utilise the talents of young people in promoting responsible alcohol use and I will be very interested to see the concepts that they develop,” she said.
Applicants will be supplied with government approved information (eg info on standard drinks, party responsibilities, guidelines for alcohol consumption for young people) to ensure that young people have access to the latest approved health information. 

The project will utilise the expertise of a steering group with representation from the South West Community Drug Service Team, the SW Population Health Unit, SW Aboriginal Medical Service, ICCWA, Local Drug Action Groups, youth representative April Byrne and Youth Development Officers.

The South Western Times has agreed to support the project by reporting on a selection of community awareness activities in the media and releasing approved alcohol facts and messages.

Investing In Our Youth plans to build local interest in sustaining youth alcohol awareness projects beyond the initial funding period by appealing for local support.

More information and applications for Be Alcohol Aware Community Activity Funds can be found on the Investing In Our Youth website at www.investinginouryouth.com.au  from late October onwards.
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