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1 OBJECTIVE 
 
The purpose of this brief evaluation report is to provide a record of the 2011 RIPPA 
Fest event for funding provider the City of Bunbury, and for the event organising 
committee. 
 
The event organising committee included representation from the following 
organisations: 
 

¶ Disability Services Commission 

¶ City of Bunbury 

¶ Investing In Our Youth  

¶ Disability in the Arts, Disadvantage in the Arts WA (DADAA) 

¶ My Time  

¶ Activ Foundation 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
The aims of RIPPA Fest are to celebrate people with disability and their participation 
in the wider community; improve accessibility in the wider community for people with 
disabilities; and, promote the involvement of people with disabilities in mainstream 
activities. These aims are captured in the acronym RIPPA: Respect, Include, 
Participate, Promote health, Achieve. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
RIPPA Fest is aimed at the youth 
demographic but also has 
relevance to all age groups. The 
intention of the event is to provide 
a fun atmosphere where people of 
all abilities come together to 
celebrate.   
 
The festive atmosphere of the 
event has been captured in a short 
video by Ruslan Kulski from ABC 
Open and can be viewed at   
http://vimeo.com/33260156. 

http://vimeo.com/33260156
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3 EVENT OVERVIEW 
 
The event aligns with the International Day of People with Disability on December 3. 
The 2011 event was staged at Paisley Square in the Bunbury CBD between 
10:00am and 12:30 pm on Friday, December 2. 
 
In preparation for the event, the organising committee felt it was important to 
maximise the promotion of the RIPPA message. This was achieved through a variety 
of strategies: 
 

¶ Linking to the State Disability Service Commission approved óCount Me Inô 
brand and calendar of events 

 

¶ The event was registered and advertised on the International Day of People 
with Disability web site (www.idpwd.com.au)  
 

¶ Supporters were encourage to wear red on the day, with many wearing a 
óCount Me Inô red T-shirt that was commissioned for RIPPA Fest 2010 
 

¶ A vibrant RIPPA Fest banner was on display 

 

¶ The event was promoted through regional newspapers, flyers, email database 
(South West Agency Partnership online network), radio, and in the Investing 
In Our Youth newsletter. See sample promotional material at Appendix A. 
 

Features of the event included: 

             
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Catering provided by secondary 
students from Dalyellup College 
mentored by Chef John Dudley from 
The World Kitchen. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.idpwd.com.au/
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Dancing exhibition provided by 
DanceWorX Project. 

Musical entertainment -   
provided by members of 
Network South West, and 
students from the Newton 
Moore Education Support 
Centre. 
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Free ógive-awaysô were available on the day including free entry passes to the SW 
Sports centre and free resources provided by the Disability Services Commission 
and  the International Day of People with Disability event coordinators. 

 
 

  
 

Displays featured information, recreation activities, and equipment and devices that 
could assist people with a disability.  

                                                               
 

                                                         Certificates of appreciation were forwarded to 
participating young people who did a wonderful job of assisting with catering on the 
day and delivering entertaining musical performances. Young people were hard 
working and courteous.  
 
The efforts of key participating organisations and businesses and sponsors, who had 
donated goods and services, were also recognised with a certificate of appreciation. 

  

Screenings of photo stories by 
people with disability were also a 
popular attraction. The creation of 
the photo stories is part of ABC 
Openôs The Moment Behind the 
Photo project and represented a 
collaboration between Wanda 
Ariano from DADAA and Ruslan 
Kulski, the South Westôs ABC 
Open Producer. 
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4 BUDGET  
 

Event organisers worked with a budget of $3,600 provided by the City of Bunbury. 
Much in-kind support was also offered by the organisations represented by the 
organising committee. The 2011 event budget line items are recorded below. 
 

¶ Catering plus gift voucher (major spot prize) 

¶ Preparation and printing of information 

¶ Evaluation 

¶ Entertainment 
 
5 EVALUATION 
 
Method 1: Feedback from public 
 
A brief evaluation survey was completed by the public. Prizes were offered as an 
incentive to return the survey. Thirty three surveys were completed on the day. 
 
Most surveys were completed by adults in the 25-44 years age group.    
 
The most commonly reported way that people heard about RIPPA Fest was óword of 
mouthô (42%), followed by those passing by on the day (33%), then email (21%) and 
flyer (21%),  then newsletter (3%), and newspaper (3%). 
 
 
 
 
Seventy survey respondents (91%) reported that through RIPPA Fest they had  
 
 
Respondents offered the following comments: 
 

¶ Love the location 

¶ Great idea ï shadier grassed area under trees 

¶ Having clients more visible in the community especially the CBD 

¶ Pamphlets, brochures 

¶ Excellent initiative ï keep growing the network 

¶ Alternative time of year! Time held (too long). 

¶ I was very impressed with the music and the presentation of óWhatôs your 
storyô. So many wonderful stories and photos. 

¶ More aware of what is available for disabled people. 

¶ Excellent event 

¶ Great day 

¶ Had fun. Waiting for next time 

¶ I am so delighted in the day. More advertising and entertainment. 

¶ Good idea as so many people are unaware of whatôs involved with mentally 
challenged. 

¶ Was not aware of the Independent Living Centre WA. Looks like a very good 
turnout and should be an ongoing event for Bunbury 

 
32 survey respondents (97%) reported that through RIPPA Fest they had 
become more aware of opportunities to include people with a disability.  
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¶ More food and drinks 

¶ I have disabled son. More advertising. 

¶ My son has a disability and there is a lot more help today than ever so thanks. 
PS the lemonade was great. 

¶ Advertise on TV or radio 
 
Method 2: Feedback from organising committee 
  
At a debriefing session following the event, RIPPA Fest organisers were asked to 
reflect on what they thought worked well and what they would do differently. 

¶ Next time we would appeal early on for broad participation of agencies on an 
organising committee. It would be good to include people with disability in the 
organisation phase also. 

¶ Partnerships with the media have been very productive. We could also try for 
broader promotion utilising community news columns and the radio. 

¶ The shade tents were a great idea.  They gave the visual impression of 
something more significant than last year (when there were less shade 
tents).  The shade tent with the sides was super for the photo stories.   

¶ It was excellent to have a national organisation like ABC Open on the 
scene. They also produced the little video of RIPPA Fest. The next ABC Open 
project will be video stories. This would be a great feature to include again 
next year. 

¶ It would add value to the event if we could secure a permit next year to enable 
people with disability to showcase their small business and sell items they 
have produced. 

¶ The dancing and other entertainment was just great.  It added some flair, and 
the element of public participation in the dancing was very good. 

¶ It would be wise for the committee to adopt a policy regarding photographs 
taken at the event. 

 
 
5 CONCLUSION 
 
The event clearly achieved stated aims with a very high proportion of participants 
reporting that they had become more aware of opportunities to include people with a 
disability. 
 
The event was a catalyst for celebrating people with disability and promoting 
inclusion. This message was successfully reinforced in a media campaign leading up 
to and following the event. 
 
It is hoped that this event will continue in the future. Useful suggestions can be 
incorporated to value add to the current successful format.  
 
For more information on the RIPPA Fest 2011 event contact Gerald OôSullivan, Local 
Area Coordinator, Disability Service Commission on email 
Gerald.OSullivan@dsc.wa.gov.au . 

 

mailto:Gerald.OSullivan@dsc.wa.gov.au
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Bradley and Ruslin ï the long and short of 
RIPPA Fest 
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APPENDIX A: 2011 RIPPA FEST PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL  
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