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Linking Education And Families

What is LEAF?  
The early childhood teacher is released one day a week

Family Visiting

The teacher (facilitator) is available to visit each Kindy 

child at home

�‡Play Cafe

The facilitator organises a regular opportunity for 

parents and children of   the pre kindy age to come to 

the kindy on a morning when there were no kindy 

children there (non contact day) to participate in play 

based  activities and meet local resource people.   

�‡Training  

The facilitator  Is trained  in partnership focused 

�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�����F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����I�D�P�L�O�\���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J���V�D�I�H�W�\��
protocols, evaluation, health resources and community 

involvement.

�‡Community collaborations

The facilitator actively pursues collaborations in the 

community and  develops a Welcome pack of useful 

parent information (relevant to their community) to be 

given to each family when they attended their first Play 

Café

Steering Committee 

Since 2005 10  schools have had seeding funds to 

implement the LEAF Program

Introduction

Initiated 2005 with local Education District funding to release 

Fiona Farren, the kindergarten teacher at South Bunbury 

Primary School, one day each week, to develop ways to 

connect with the families of 0 to 4 year olds within the area 

The Linking Education And Families (LEAF) program has 

grown through collaboration with other agencies, integration 

with local health and education resources and facilities and a 

foundation of mutual respect, partnership and shared beliefs 

between agencies and the families involved in our community. 

The prevention of future issues for children and their families 

by developing early positive communication and sharing of 

resources was seen as a useful  strategy to build social capital 

in our community.

Philosophy 
LEAF is based on the premise that the community is a vital 

part of successful childrearing. Families are an asset and the 

�E�D�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�¶���I�X�W�X�U�H�����5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�U�H���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���D�Q�G��
the development of partnerships between all community 

parties involved with young families benefit all stakeholders. 

This involves challenges at every level.                                               

LEAF has successfully demonstrated the effectiveness of this 

approach and our local families have enthusiastically 

participated in this flexible model for community connections. 

The LEAF Program is based on principles of Family and 

Community Centered practice. The facilitators are trained to 

work in partnership with the families involved in the program. 

We plan and work collaboratively with our local Community 

Health team


