
 
RIPPA Fest 2010 

Respect, Include, Participate, Promote health, Achieve 

 

Evaluation Report 
 

January 2011 
 

Completed by Carmen Gregg for Investing In Our Youth Inc 



 RIPPA FEST 2010 EVALUATION REPORT  

Pa
ge

2 

RIPPA Fest 2010 

Respect, Include, Participate, Promote health, Achieve 
 

   
 
 
1 OBJECTIVE 
 
The purpose of this brief evaluation report is to provide a record of the 2010 RIPPA 
Fest event for funding provider the City of Bunbury, and for the event organising 
committee. 
 
The event organising committee included representation from the following 
organisations: 
 

• WA Country Health Service South West 
• Disability Service Commission 
• City of Bunbury 
• Enable SW 
• Investing In Our Youth  
• Disability in the Arts/ Disadvantage in the Arts WA 
• Advocacy SW 
• Jobs SW 

 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
The aims of RIPPA Fest are to celebrate people with disability and their participation 
in the wider community; improve accessibility in the wider community for people with 
disabilities; and, promote the involvement of people with disabilities in mainstream 
activities. These aims are captured in the acronym RIPPA: Respect, Include, 
Participate, Promote health, Achieve. 
 
RIPPA Fest is aimed at the youth demographic but also plans to appeal to the 
broader community. The events intention is to provide a fun atmosphere where 
disability is celebrated.  
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3 EVENT OVERVIEW 
 
The event coincides with the International Day of People with Disability on December 
3. The 2010 event was staged at Paisley Square in the Bunbury CBD between 9:30 
and 11:30 am. 
 
The committee felt it was important to maximise the promotion of the RIPPA 
message. This was achieved through a variety of strategies: 
 

• Linking to the State Disability Service Commission approved ‘Count Me In’ 
brand and calendar of events 

 
• The event was registered and advertised on the International Day for People 

with Disability web site 
 

• Supporters were encourage to wear red on the day, and a ‘Count Me In’ red 
T-shirt was commissioned for event coordinators and participants 
 

• A vibrant RIPPA Fest banner was developed for the event 
 

• The event was promoted through newspapers, flyers, email databases, radio, 
and the DSC ‘The Bush Telegraph’ and Investing In Our Youth newsletters. 
The ABC Radio promoted information on the web at 
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2010/12/02/3083198.htm. See sample 
promotional material at Appendix A 

  
 
Features of the event included: 
 

• Welcome to the event provided by the Deputy Mayor of Bunbury, Brendan 
Kelly 

 
• Catering provided by 8 secondary students from Dallyellup College mentored 

by Chef John Dudley from The Singing Chef (2 students with autism enlisted 
6 of their class mates to help out). 

 
• Musical entertainment provided by the Drumming Network, and the 

Shoestring Singers 
 

• Stalls providing an opportunity for people with a disability to promote their 
business, provide demonstrations, and sell goods 
 

• Many free ‘give-aways’ were available including free entry passes to the SW 
Sports centre; free dental resources from the Dental Health Education Unit;  
and, free resources from the International Day of People with Disability 
committee. 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2010/12/02/3083198.htm�
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• Opportunities were provided to promote equipment and devices for people 
with a disability.  
 

• Access was available to the Youth Space van and equipment 
 

• Opportunities were available to test adapted bicycles, sailing equipment and 
recreational games 
 

• Opportunities were provided to view screenings of a series of short films 
either directed by people with a disability, or focusing on themes relevant to 
disability 
 

• Summary information on local services for people with a disability was drafted 
specifically for the event 
 

• Certificates of appreciation were forwarded to participating young people, stall 
holders, entertainers, The Singing Chef, the Stirling Centre (film venue), key 
participating organisations, and sponsors who had donated goods and 
services eg South West Sports Centre.  

 
 
4 BUDGET  
 
Event organisers worked with a budget of $4,150 provided by the City of Bunbury. 
Much in-kind support was also offered by the organisations represented by the 
organising committee. The 2010 event budget items are listed below. 
 
 
   
Promote You T-shirts (50) 900 90 
Festive sail flag and stake 520 52 
Catering (The Singing Chef) plus 
$90 gift voucher 

1,272 127.27 

Administration and evaluation 
fee 

580 58 

Sustainability of event (develop 
further funding 
applications/sponsorship) 

300 30 

Drumming Network 200 20 
Shoestring Singers Inc  200 20 
Show bags 88  
Reimbursement costs private 
stall holder 

65  

Gift private stall holder 25  
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5 EVALUATION 
 
Method 1: Feedback from public 
 
A brief evaluation survey was completed by the public. Prizes were offered as an 
incentive to return the survey. Seventy-six surveys were completed on the day. 
 
Most surveys were completed by adults in the 25-44 years age group. However a 
good proportion of young people were witnessed attending the event.   
 
The most commonly reported method that people learned about RIPPA Fest was 
‘word of mouth’ (48%), followed by email (21%), then newsletter (11%), passing by 
on the day (8%), newspaper (6%), and flyer (5%).   
 
 
 
 
Seventy survey respondents (91%) reported that through RIPPA Fest they had  
 
 
Respondents offered the following suggestions when asked if they could suggest 
any way that RIPPA Fest could be more effective: 
 
More advertising. Inside shopping centre for weather. 
Fantastic effort! Well done to all. 
The displays were interactive and interesting. Well done! 
Bigger venue, and more shade/chairs 
Have more! 
More advertising and getting people a lot more involved to join and be interactive 
It would be good to see more of those festivals for people with disabilities around the South 
West 
Newspaper advertising? 
Promote more eg through schools 
Live band 
No its fantastic 
Better location 
It was vibrant, busy and informative. Let’s have it again! 
TV coverage 
Plan to have festival at same time as other major town events eg cruise ship 
Invite the politicians to come along and help! 
Just over time get more community members involved 
Advertised longer and on TV 
Maybe some more kids activities 
Hot dogs 
A bit more room for people to pass through 
In a better location away from the elements 
More stalls 
Music 

 
70 survey respondents (91%) reported that through RIPPA Fest they had 
become more aware of opportunities to include people with a disability. (Four 
did not complete this question and 2 said they already knew a lot). 
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Method 2: Feedback from organising committee 
  
At a debriefing session following the event, RIPPA Fest organisers were asked to 
reflect on what they thought worked well and what they would do differently. 
 
A good atmosphere was provided by the Drumming Network and the colourful red T-
shirts.  The aim to create a celebratory atmosphere was successful with one family 
reporting to organisers that it was the first time they had left a disability event without 
wanting to go home and cry! 
 
It was also positive to see families affected by disability having the opportunity to 
network socially. 
 
Useful suggestions for future events included: 

• Consider a different venue if we want to ‘grow’ the event. 
• Hold the event later in the day for the benefit of families in the lower South 

West. 
• Organise a portable PA or small stage as focal point for the event 
• Promote greater involvement of schools. 
• Present more opportunities for people with a disability to showcase what they 

can do eg more stalls for people with a disability who run a small business 
• Better advertising. 
• Provide an equipment ‘pit stop’. There were many examples of wheel chairs in 

poor condition or people with inadequate seating supports. 
• Try again to get a mental health representative in attendance as many people 

with disability have a mental health issue. 
• Provide more information on respite options or where to go to get help. 

 
 
5 CONCLUSION 
 
A highly collaborative process ensured that many organisations participated in the 
successful organisation of this inaugural event. 
 
The event clearly achieved stated aims with a very high proportion of participants 
reporting that they had become more aware of opportunities to include people with a 
disability. 
 
The event was a catalyst for celebrating disability and promoting inclusion. This 
message was successfully reinforced in a media campaign leading up to and 
following the event. 
 
It is hoped that this event will become an annual fixture on the calendar. Useful 
suggestions can be incorporated to value add to the current successful format.  
 
 
For more information on the RIPPA Fest 2010 event contact Jodi Larke Regional 
Therapy Team, WA Country Health Service South West on email 
Jodi.larke@health.wa.gov.au. 
 

mailto:Jodi.larke@health.wa.gov.au�
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APPENDIX A – SAMPLE COMMUNICATION MATERIAL



 RIPPA FEST 2010 EVALUATION REPORT  

Pa
ge

8 

You’re Invited… 

to celebrate  
International Day of People with Disability  

by being a guest at   
RIPPA Fest 2010 

Respect, Include, Participate, Promote health, Achieve 
 

3rd December 2010 9:30am-11:30am 
Paisley Square (near Centrepoint), Bunbury 

 
Free food, information and entertainment provided. 

 
Come down and support inclusion of people with 

disabilities in our community. 
 

Please wear red to show your support. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supported by City of Bunbury, Advocacy SW, DADAA, DSC, Enable SW, Red Cross, 
Investing In Our Youth, WACHS SW. 
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