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Investing In Our Youth

Investing in Our Youth is a broad base community collaborative network aimed at ensuring resources are used strategically and effectively in creating a strong community that supports the healthy development of children and young people. The project is based in the Shires of Harvey, Dardanup and Capel and the City of Bunbury. The Investing In Our Youth project uses the Communities That Care (CTC) approach. www.investinginouryouth.com.au 

The Communities That Care approach provides training and research tools for communities to identify the risk and protective factors present in the local environment. It supports communities to identify key strengths and gaps and to use this information to develop a community wide plan through the application of evidence based programs. www.channing-bete.com 

The Vision …

Investing In Our Youth works towards a healthy and safe community environment for all young people to develop their full potential by building strong relationships and valued participation within our communities.

Community Involvement

Strong community commitment to the project has been demonstrated thus far through the participation of community members in Investing In Our Youth meetings and research strategies. Minutes and attendance for all meetings are available upon request or can be viewed on our website. www.investinginouryouth.com.au
A youth members group called YVoiceOut is currently working with the Police Citizens and Youth Club exploring the development of a local youth venue.

Project Development

Throughout 1999- 2000 a steering committee initiated discussions around prevention and collaboration and sourced funds for the project. In late 2000 participation in the project was broadened- a Community Board and committee structure were established. Throughout 2001 Investing In Our Youth carried out research into the risk and protective factors for young people in the local area. A key tool used in developing this community profile was the Youth Survey.

The Youth Survey

The Youth Survey was implemented through the collaborative effort of all local high schools, South West Regional College, JPET and BUNYAP in March 2001. 

Priority Risk and Protective Factors For Investing In Our Youth

Dr Joanne Williams from CTC LTD., in Melbourne, carried out this section of the data analysis for Investing In Our Youth. The range of scores for each of the risk and protective factors were calculated.  For the risk factors, if an individual scored within the top third of the range they were considered to be at risk and conversely, for the protective factors if an individual scored within the lowest the third, they were regarded as not protected. The percent of survey respondents considered at risk (graph 1) or having low protection (graph 2) are shown on the following pages.  Although religious involvement is considered to be a protective factor in the United States the extent to which it is in Australia is yet to be determined.  For this reason it has not been included in these analyses.

Three risk factors that are clearly elevated above the rest:


Perceived availability of drugs in the Community 


Family history of substance use (drug use)


Perceived risks of drug use (not seeing drug use as risky)

These risk factors are all associated with issues around drug use and come from three of the four domains covered by the survey.  Of the survey respondents, 13% perceive that drugs are easy to get within their community, 21% reported a family history of drug use and 14% do not perceive drug use as risky.

The two protective factors that are absent in the highest percent of respondents are:

Community rewards for pro-social involvement

Social skills

One quarter (25%) of respondents do not feel that the community provides any rewards for pro-social involvement and 17% have poor social skills. 

Community Action Plan

The Investing In Our Youth Community Board and interested community members have used these survey results as a foundation for developing a Community Action Plan. The first draft of the plan is now available on our website. It is anticipated that the Community Action Plan and all supporting documents will be available on CD by the end of June 2004.

For more information

www.investinginouryouth.com.au 

Please contact Lynelle Watts, Executive Officer, Investing In Our Youth

Ph/Fax (08) 9721 6951 Email iioy@iinet.net.au
PO Box 6103 Bunbury South WA 6231

Participating Organisations
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Agencies South West Accommodation, Bunbury City Transit, Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School, Bunbury Catholic Youth Services, Bunbury City Council, Bunbury District Safer WA Committee, Bunbury Primary Health Services, Bunbury Crime Prevention, Catholic Education Office, Centre for Regional Development and Research—Edith Cowan University, Centrelink, Chamber of Commerce, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, City of Bunbury, Department of Community Development—Family and Children’s Services, Department of Education, Department of Indigenous Affairs, Department of Justice, Department of Sport and Recreation, Eaton Community College, Eaton Fire Rescue and Cadets, ESCAPE – Youth drop-in Centre- Shire of Harvey, Greater Bunbury Division of General Practice, Homeswest, Job Futures, Jobs South West JPET, Newton Moore Senior High School, Non Government School Psychology Service, School Based Police Australind Senior High, Shire of Capel, Shire of Dardanup, Shire of Harvey, South West Aboriginal Medical Service, South West Commission of Elders, South West Community Drug Team, South West Development Commission- 2029 Committee, South West Mental Health, South West Population Health Unit, South West Times

Friends of Investing In Our Youth
2nd Bunbury Sea Scouts, Bunbury Regional Entertainment Centre, Disability Services Commission, Dynamic Labour Hire, NEEDAC, Office of Youth Affairs, Relationships Australia, South West Area Consultative Committee, South West Family Support Association, South West Regional College, Youth Outreach
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