July 2, 2008

The Hon Alannah MacTiernan
Minister for Transport

13th Floor, Dumas House

2 Havelock St

West Perth WA 6005

cc Rob Giles, Adele Farina, Greg Martin (PATREC)
Dear Minister,

It is with anticipation that we read the Premier’s recent media statements on public transport initiatives and the intention to develop a detailed plan for public transport.

As you will be aware, the South West is a rapidly growing region and is expected to account for 7 per cent of the state’s population growth over the next 20 years.
For some time, government and non-government agencies have been raising concerns about the transport difficulties faced by those living in the region.

Their concerns are based on reports from members of the community who can be disadvantaged by transport issues such as inability or difficulty attending medical appointments, employment, employment interviews, and sport and recreational activities. 
These examples are not specific to any one town within the South West. At the same time, it does not appear that any one agency or department has an overview of all transport issues. 

The issue of transport difficulties has been identified frequently in the literature (see bibliography overleaf) and has led to the establishment of a community advocacy group (South West Youth and Community Forum). 
What can be done to address the issue?

As we have indicated to you previously, the South West Youth and Community Forum are advocating for a comprehensive community and regional analysis of current and projected transport needs in the South West Region resulting in a report that will include actionable recommendations. 
It is unwise to pre-empt findings of such a report, but some possible steps forward that have been suggested for further consideration include:

· greater promotion of the use of public transport and availability of public transport timetables and routes

· greater coordination across shire boundaries
· negotiated reduced fares for youth to use existing public transport systems
· analysis of movement of high need populations such as TAFE and university students

· expansion of bus services and/or review of time tabling to target needs effectively
· inventory of community services that provide transport
· review of relevant system policy eg Patient Assisted Transport Scheme (PATS) 

The following dot points provide a brief overview of recent reports originating in the South West that identify transport as an issue of concern:

· “No Transport, no job, no money”: Report of the Youth Transport Project for the Capes Region (2005) completed by Gloria Ingram for Agencies for South West Accommodation. Based on a review of transport issues for young people in the ‘Capes Region’ (Shires of Busselton, Augusta-Margaret River, and the southern half of the Shire of Capel), this report identifies access to employment as a critical issue for young people along with difficulties in attending social and recreational events.

· Review of many SW Local Government physical activity plans indicate that lack of transport is identified as the greatest barrier to participation in physical activity eg Dardanup Physical Activity Plan 2005-2008; Shire of Donnybrook Recreation Plan, May 2005
· City Vision Strategy: Shaping the Future of Bunbury. July 2007. City of Bunbury identifies the goal of maintaining and improving public transport services and states that “an efficient and effective public transport service needs to be planned on a regional basis so that key activity areas (eg employment, shopping, health, education) are easily accessible…” p170.
· Summary of South West Youth Survey. Aug – Oct 2000. This South West Development Commission report quotes findings from a survey of SW young people that state that transport is identified as a priority to enhance both recreation and employment opportunities.

· Investing In Our Youth Inc. Archival Data Report: Youth Voice (2001) Young people identify inadequate transport infrastructure and boredom as two main factors that lead to problem behaviour. ‘People need something to do in their spare time so they need a social event/camp instead of making trouble… transport to other centres -’ p13.
· South West Youth Coordinating Network. Transport issues particularly impact on young people and SWYCN have identified this as a priority issue in the South West in successive SWYCN strategic plans.
On behalf of concerned South West residents, we ask that you include the South West in your plans for a comprehensive review of transport needs so that a coordinated approach and long term planning can be appropriately implemented.
Yours sincerely,

Carmen Gregg

(on behalf of the SW Youth and Community Forum)

c/o Investing In Our Youth Inc

PO Box 6103

BUNBURY SOUTH, WA 6231
