SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE 
Meeting Notes 
September 7, 2011
PRESENT: Anna Flannery, Janelle Leiper, David Zarb, Claire Philipps, Gary Quinn, Joannie Taylor, Trish Clark, Gill McCormack, Jillian Penman, Carmen Gregg, Alan Kidd, Darryl Owen, Anne Fletcher.
[bookmark: _GoBack]APOLOGIES: Rhonda Oliver, Anne Barker, Lucy Taylor, John Duzevich, Jo Moore, Jan Bain.
ITEM 1: Information Sharing
· Community Child Health staff are beginning conversations with various schools. 
· At Harvey Primary the Community Child Health Nurse (CCHN) visits regularly and her visits are promoted by the Principal in the school newsletter. This same nurse also visits Play Cafes at Yarloop.
· Child Health Nurses will conduct a breastfeeding audit involving the greater Bunbury area and will also aim to gather other relevant information re access to child health services.
· Playgroup WA has a greater presence in the South West now with a play group officer located at Glen Iris. Contact details are Karen Collins - southwest@playgroupwa.com.au. 
· Letters have been sent to schools who deliver the LEAF model advising them of developments at South Bunbury. The CCHN and the Kindy teacher are jointly delivering Kindy orientation sessions. The CCHN provides a screening check list for parents to complete and can follow up on any issues that may require further investigation. Plans can then already be in place to address health and learning issues before the child presents to school.
· Kingston Primary has a private speech pathologist available one day per week. The school currently has the capacity to employ 2 education assistants, though this may change in the future. Students in need receive group work for 10-15 minutes per day. Individual sessions are offered if the child meets criteria for Commonwealth funded sessions (the parent pays a ‘gap’ fee). Positive outcomes for children have been rapid and markedly noticeable.
· Kingston has had meetings with Breton Health Care to discuss issues around accessing health plans for children with autism. It is acknowledged that more needs to be done to educate GPs. A flow chart should be available to demonstrate the steps involved in achieving access to Commonwealth funded primary health sessions.
· Partnering with private providers may present challenges for schools: who is responsible for quality management? Line management?
· Many schools are reporting a high transition rate – students coming and going - which adds complexity to treatment plans.
· Cooinda have a ‘community room’ with a booking system. This would allow them to flexibly accommodate health providers. They are also running Play Cafés fortnightly. There is a large multicultural population in the school community (11 different languages are spoken). The school has a strong connection to multicultural services and works collaboratively to host multicultural activities. 
· There is a lot of work involved in tracking speech/OT/physio concerns and referrals. However, Cooinda would consider hosting private providers in the future and making their services available to a radius of participating schools.
· Note that it is preferable if a child is globally delayed to access the services of a paediatrician prior to the start of the school year to assist with funding for a teacher’s aid.
· Facilities vary from school to school eg Dalyellup do not have the physical resources available to support day time community activities.
· Community Health recently organised training in a fine motor program that involved 49 teachers and education assistants. This was well received.
· It seems that there is a need for a ‘whole of community’ approach on information for families with young children:- promoting the importance of reading and nature play and knowledge of developmental milestones.
· Schools are seeing ‘helicopter parents’. Children who are over sheltered and consequently have problems with physical balance and resilience
· There may be a need in the future to broaden the scope of this ‘Schools of the Future’ group and bring other community services to the table.
· Investing In Our Youth has completed an application to the recent State Royalties for Regions funding round. The bid was to facilitate a local grant for seeding funds to support health and education partnerships.
· The Australian Government has committed to establishing Medicare Locals from 1st July 2011. Medicare Locals will be responsible for making it easier for patients and service providers to navigate their way through the health care system. They hopefully will have a role in demystifying access to Commonwealth funded primary health sessions and in educating GPs around the access process.
· The federal government has announced an initiative for parents and carers on income support payments to receive a benefit once their children have received their 3yr old check. This is also linked to the Healthy 4yr old check with GP’s.
· Community health is working collaboratively with Djidi Djidi School and SWAMS to deliver services there through the Boodjari Yorga program which aims to improve engagement with aboriginal families
· Community Health is generally looking at opportunities to move health into school sites. However, Community Health has limited resources and would encourage the growth of the private sector.
Item 2 & 3: Actions for 0-4 years and 4 years and above
The Child Health audit around breastfeeding that will be conducted may identify some issues. Whether this is relevant to this forum remains to be seen.
David Zarb (Playgroups WA) can map location of Play groups and numbers attending:- what they do, and possibilities for value adding in play groups.
Investing In Our Youth will collect information for a background paper on school based utilisation of private providers: purchasing external FTE; governance issues; performance management.
Another area for future investigation could be information sharing between childcare facilities and schools to improve the transition to school. 
David Zarb is aware of some funds that can be utilised by primary health services. Carmen will liaise with him to find out more information.
A key challenge is for schools to have the physical capacity to partner with health care providers. This is particularly relevant given that Child Health centres have no formal MOU with local Government re maintenance of centres. 
Investing In Our Youth will draft a letter to the Minister for Education voicing these concerns. Gary Quinn to review draft letter.
Next meeting: 9am, November 2. Cooinda Primary School: Trott St Bunbury

